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To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to james.sharp@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line. 

SERVING THE LORD IN  

URUGUAY 
NEWS FROM THE SHARP FAMILY  

www.lcms.org/sharp facebook.com/sharpmission 

“You married an octopus…” 

As I was walking out of the gate of the 
school, I saw our friend and colleague 
Paula. We greeted in the Uruguayan 
way and exchanged pleasantries. 
Usually, Angie and I try to pick up the 
kids from school together (it’s easier to 
corral the four of them with two of us), 
but Angie wasn’t with me. Paula and 
Angie are good friends; they work 
closely together on Christian Education 
in the school as well as Sunday School 
and other children’s ministries in the 
churches, so she naturally asked me 
where Angie was. I started rattling off 
the places Angie had been and things 
she had been doing that day, to get 
ready for all the things she had going on 
that week – projects at school, at the 
mission, in the church, working together 
with Lutheran Hour/CPTLN, teaching 
English. Paula smiled and said, “You 
married an octopus.” She started to 
explain but I knew what she meant. 
Sometimes it seems like Angie does the 
work of four people, so it makes sense 
that she would have eight arms. 

  Angie’s training and experience are an 
important part of our work here. The 
greatest asset that the church here has is 
its large and thriving school; Angie’s 
background as Lutheran teacher helps us 
make connections in the school 
community and reinforce what the 
congregation is doing to reach out to the 
school. Her experience not only 
teaching children but developing Christ-
centered lessons and training others to 
implement them is invaluable as we 
raise up and strengthen local leaders and 
multiply ministries. Her being a native 
speaker of English trained to teach the 
language has opened doors to new 
relationships that would otherwise have 
remained closed to us.  

  Angie’s missionary service is critical 
to the ministry of our church in 
Uruguay. That she manages this 
important work as well as caring for a 
large family with grace and cheerfulness 
is a compelling witness in this 
unreligious culture and a good model for 
new Christians. 

 

 

SPRINGTIME!! 
Winter is over and Spring is here 
in the Southern Hemisphere.  

We have had a few very hot days 
but generally it is sunny and warm 
during the day and then cooler at 
night. 

What does Spring mean in 
Uruguay? 

• Highs in the low 70’s with 
overnight lows getting down 
into the 40’s sometimes. 

• Warm weekend days you can 
smell the neighbors’ grills. 

• Fresh spring produce – spinach 
and strawberries are crazy 
cheap right now! 

• Trees around the city and 
neighborhood are beautifully 
blooming. 

• Heavy spring rains can cause 
flooding in the lower lying areas 
around Montevideo. 

Uruguayans like to get outside 
after the dark, damp, cold winter. 

 

On  the  left, Magg ie  a nd two  of  her frie nds  from s c hoo l lis te n  as  Angie  gives  ins truc tions  to  
the  Spe cia l Bible  Sc hoo l c la s s ; on  the  right, Angie  a nd Pa ula  paint the  background for 
Specia l Bible  Cla s s .  
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Uruguay needs more churches. 

How do we do that? 

The main congregation of San Pablo 
(St. Paul’s Lutheran Church) was 
formed over 70 years ago. After many 
ups and downs of both the church and 
the school, a few years ago, the LCMS 
partnered with San Pablo to start an 
outreach center in downtown 
Montevideo. This was the beginning of 
what is today called Misión Centro in 
Spanish, which I try to consistently call 
City Center Mission in English (mostly 
to keep it straight in my head from that 
special place in a middle of cornfield in 
Iowa, Mission Central). 
 

A problem and an opportunity. 

The City Center Mission was originally 
envisioned to be a church plant – that 
is, the forming of a new congregation. 
Over the years the Mission has touched 
thousands of peoples’ lives and every 
year hundreds of people come into the 
mission and hear about God’s love for 
them in Jesus Christ. But over the 
years, we have discovered that there is 
a lot of “movement” in this population. 
The neighborhood itself is transitory – 
a lot of folks move in and move out. 
And most of the movement occurs 
during the day, when people come into 

the downtown area to work, shop, or go 
to school – sometimes taking the bus as 
much as two hours each way. On 
Sunday, the downtown area is pretty 
quiet, except for the street fair selling 
produce a few blocks away. 

What this means is that there has been a 
lot of turnover at the mission. People 
come, get connected to the church, and 
then lose contact if their job changes or 
they move. It also means that even very 
faithful members can have a tough time 
participating in the life of the mission.  

The good thing, though, is that we have 
an ever-growing spread of members, 
friends, and contacts all over the greater 
Montevideo area. Last week, Angie and 

I, along with Deaconess Valeria, visited 
some of the members and friends who 
live to the east of Montevideo in the 
Department of Canelones. We already 
have plans to gather them together for a 
chance to watch the Luther movie and 
discuss regular group Bible studies. We 
talked about ways the church could be a 
blessing to their communities to reach 
more people. 

 Along with other groups we are 
gathering together, these are the seeds 
of new congregations. Pray for our 
Canelones Mission and for all our 
outreach efforts, that we can gather 
together God’s people in many places 
and that many more would be brought 
to saving faith in Jesus. 

 

New Missio n  Update  

  

I (James) took some vacation time to 
head back to Baltimore for a close friend’s 
wedding. While there, I took advantage of the 
trip back to visit more supporters and share 
news about God’s mission and our work in 
Uruguay. I had the opportunity to preach in 
chapel at several different Lutheran schools, to 
preach at three congregations that support us, 
to visit several circuit pastors’ meetings, to meet 
individually with some supporters, and to spend 
some time “home” in Baltimore with friends.  

  

 

HOW’D THE TRIP GO? 

 

The church plant we are 
exploring is along the coast, 
where several members and 
contacts of the City Mission 
live or have moved. 
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In late 1936, Pastor Ladislav Tomonko travelled from Buenos Aires to Montevideo to find Lutherans in this city. He contacted 
some families who had come from Slovenia (then part of Yugoslavia). On the 25th of December, he registered the first baptism. 
Pastor Tomonko continued coming regularly during the following years, offering spiritual care to these families of Slovenian 
origin. The first worship services were held in a Methodist church building. 
 Around the same time, some Lutheran families of German origin resident here asked the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Buenos Aires to send a pastor. During 1939 and 1940, the president of the church, Pastor G. Hübner, came and established contact 
with some families. The services were held at that time in family homes. After Pastor Hübner moved to another call, Pastor 
Enrique Jauck, from Belgrano, Buenos Aires, began to come. 
 On December 25, 1939. The Slovene group, served by Pastor Tomonko, elected their first Church Council and organized 
as a congregation. In 1941, a Divine Call was extended to Pastor Jauck and the first steps were taken at unification of the Slovenes 
and Germans. In 1942, this resulted in the rental of a place for worship in the Peñarol neighborhood of Montevideo. Two services 
were held each Sunday, one in German and one in Spanish. 
 On April 29th, 1945, the constitution of the congregation was approved, with the presence of 17 voting members. In that 
same year, the building on Venancio Benavidez Street was acquired, with help from the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. On 
July 27, 1947, the cornerstone was laid for the construction of the chapel, parsonage, and a common room. The buildings were 
inaugurated on December 14, 1947. 

       
Photos of the inauguration, December 14, 1947 

 
Scenes from our celebration of Reformation Sunday and Reformation Day 
 
Pastor Christian blesses school student Pilar before her Baptism at the Reformation Sunday service; the cover of the 
program for the celebration of the Reformation at the Legislative Palace; a group picture before we cut the cake after 
church; the cake!; primary students celebrate Reformation Day; Angie, Callie, and Maggie wait for their brothers and 
the San Pablo choir to start the concert at the Legislative Palace.

 

History of the Lutheran Church in Uruguay 
Part One of Three. Thanks to Pastor Christian Hoffmann for preparing the original Spanish version of this text. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
• James’ dad, Tom, who 

continues to experience 
health problems. 

• God’s blessing as we seek 
to begin new ministry in 
Canelones, east of 
Montevideo. Pray for 
spiritual growth of the 
members and contacts, for a 
space to rent or use to be 
provided, and for the Holy 
Spirit to call people to faith.  

• Our members Ana Maria, 
who has been in the hospital 
for a long time and is not 
recovering, and her 
husband, Ricardo.  

GIVE THANKS FOR:   
• The Celebration of the 

Reformation anniversary 
which was a great 
opportunity to bring our 
message to a wide variety of 
Uruguayan. 

• Our great colleagues and 
friends here who make 
serving here joyful. 

• Very successful Special 
Bible School and the many 
new kids who had their first 
encounter with Jesus. 

PRAISE GOD FOR:   
• The hard work of the staff at 

LCMS Office of International 
Mission, LCMS Mission 
Central, and our Latin 
America Regional office who 
help make our work 
possible.  

 

We know we would not be doing this important 

work without your help. 

For your prayers, support, and encouragement, 

THANK YOU! 

Yours in the True Light,  

 James, Angie,  

Elias, Ambrose, Callie, and Maggie 

 John 1:9 

 

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

To support the LCMS through the work of 
James and Angie Sharp and family, you 
may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Luther an  Church —Mis so uri Syn od  
P .O. Box 66861   
S t. Louis,  MO 63166-6861 

or Mis si on Cen tral 
40718 Highway  E 16 
Map let on, Iowa 51034 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Sharp/Uruguay.” Gifts can also 
be given securely online through the LCMS 
website, on our online giving page at 
lcms.org/sharp 

Sharp *Family* News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip to the mall gave us a 

chance to do a quick 

measurement of how the kids 

have grown. 

The kids are all doing well. They have 
been healthy and busy. They handled all 
the travels of Home Service and the 
retreat like seasoned veterans, but it has 
been nice to be back and return to 
normal for them. We are getting near to 
the end of the school year and the kids 
are extra busy with assessment tests and 
open class (where the parents are invited 
to see a demonstration some of the 
things they’ve learned) and sports are 
other activities. It is good to keep them 
busy. 

 

 
CONFIRMATION! 
Elias will be joining with 14 of his 
classmates in confirming their Christian 
faith next month after participating in 
two years of the optional catechesis for 
students at the school. We are proud of 
Elias and how much he has learned and 
how seriously he takes his vocation as a 
Christian. We are going to have a party 
for him, when I asked him what he 
wanted for his party, he said, “Meat.” A 
real Uruguayan! We were hoping that 
Grandma Sharp could come down for 
confirmation, but it looks like Grandpa 
Sharp’s health will not allow it. Elias is 
still very excited to have his Uruguayan 
“family” here to celebrate this special 
day. 

SPORT S & FUN UPDATE 
Elias participated in soccer and 
volleyball this year. He likes both and 
has a good time. Ambrose played 
handball and soccer and thinks he wants 
to try basketball next year. Callie and 
Maggie both played handball. Callie 
likes it, but Maggie says that soccer is 
more fun. All the kids are starting piano 
(Elias took piano in Baltimore). They 
like going to their friends’ houses and 
inviting friends over to play. 

 

 

Our colle ague, Valeria , with our kids . 
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